
subacuto urethritis, the discharge resulting from which is contagious and inoc-
ulable. That Hunter should have thought gonorrhoea and syphilis identical
is perhaps not to be wondered at, as by the crucial experiment of inoculating
himself with what he took to be a gonorrhœul discharge he acquired syphilis,
with the secondary symptoms of which he was troubled for three years.
Mr. Lee's views on the subject of syphilizution are of interest, as next, to Boeck

he probably has investigated the matter more thoroughly and practically than
any one since the days of Sperino. His conclusion is, "If, then, neither the
suppurating venereal sore [chancroid] nor the primary, nor the secondary
syphilitic affections, can be inoculated so as to produce any constitutional effect,
it is hardly reasonable to suppose that any constitutional disease can be cured
by either of these means."
In conclusion, we would say that the work under consideration is in no sense

a systematic treatise on syphilis, nor is any new light thrown on the subject.
As showing how near to the truth Hunter often came, it is interesting reading,
and the author's treatment of the various subjects which he takes up is as a

rule fair, concise, and logical. The lectures themselves, illustrated as many
of them were by specimens from the Ilunterian Museum, must have been ex-

tremely interesting to listen to. F. B. G.

THE UNITED STATES MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE.1
Wie had occasion a year ago to express our cordial appreciation of the work

done in this department of the public service, and especially to commend the
labors of the supervising surgeon, Dr. J. M. Woodworth. The annual report
of Dr. Woodworth, setting forth the operations of his bureau during the year
ending June 30, 1874, maintains the high standard of his previous productions.
The benefits which tho seamen of the merchant service derive from the sys-
tem of hospital relief established by national law in 1798 are of unquestioned
importance, and those benefits are largely enhanced by efficient supervision
and economical administration. We learn from the report that over fourteen
thousand sick and disabled sailors were furnished with medical and surgicalrelief during the year ; that the average cost per day for each patient was one
dollar only ; and that the mortality among the patients treated in hospitals
was but three and one half per cent. Dr. Woodworth makes wise suggestions
concerning the application of tho provisions for hospital relief to many sailors
who are now debarred in various ways ; he also recommends certain reforms
in hospital administration and in hospital construction, and intimates that there
would be a largo saving to the government, without loss of benefit to the sea-
men, if many of the expensive establishments now maintained were leased and
reorganized as general hospitals.
We are glad to observe that preventive medicine has not been overlooked

by the medical officers of the marine-hospital service. The hygiene of the
forecastle is a prolific theme, and offers an excellent occasion for reformutorv

1 Annual Report of the Supervising Surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service of the United
States, for the Fiscal Year 1874. By John M. Woodworth, M. D. Washington: Gov-
ernment Printing Office. 1874.
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work. While the Plimsolls of the Old World are doing gallant service in pro-
tecting the sailor from the perils of ''coffin-hulks," the medical men of the
American mercantile marine are exposing the dangers to life and health which
lurk about the scant accommodations usually provided on shipboard for sea-

men. Dr. Woodworth says in this connection, " So long as the averago dura-
tion of a sailor's life continues to be only twelve years,

—

such low average
being largely the result of tho food ho eats, the clothes ho wears, the hole he
sleeps in, and the excesses these conditions naturally and inevitably drive him
to,

—

so long will continue the cry of ' unseaworthy sailors,' and so long will
there be an inadequate supply even of these."

Besides the general report of the supervising surgeon, the book contains
tables and charts setting forth the diseases treated in each of the districts into
which the country is divided, and an appendix with various papers by medical
officers connected with the service. We have space for only a brief mention
of some of these contributions, premising in general, however, (hat they will
all repay careful perusal.

Surgeon P. W. Reilly gives a spirited sketch of the American sailor of the
present day, as compared with tho class of men who, twenty years ago, re-
flected credit on our mercantile marine. He depicts the exposures of a seafar-
ing life, the degenerating influences which surround the sailor's mind, body,
and soul, the neglect which ship-owners and ship-masters permit. He al-
ludes to the legal restrictions which have been made, and points out, in terms
which we wish we could believe to be exaggerated, that these laws protect
passengers but not sailors; that "poor food, wretched shelter, aud a merciless
task-mastery, enforced with steel knuckles and the belaying pin, ... do not
corne within the scope of such legislation." All these matters, the writer says,
are pointed out to demonstrate the necessity for reform, and to show the direc-
tions in which amendment is most needed.
A short paper, by Dr. A. B. Bancroft, describes the diseases which he has

observed among the sailors who have come under his chargo as patients in the
marine hospital at Chelsea.
The diseases of sailors on the lakes, and of river men, are well discussed by

medical officers having charge of hospitals in the Western States.
Filially, an elaborate analysis of the course of the yellow-fever epidemic in

1873 furnishes the theme of an interesting paper, in which Dr. Reilly dis-
cusses questions of quarantine and prevention, causes and treatment. Tho
author's conclusion that " a quarantine of exclusion is impracticable, and a

quarantine of detention is useless," will hardly pass without serious question-
ing by sanitarians ; we fear that " the destruction of germs," " the prompt iso-
lation of each case as it appears," and " a revolution in the sanitary conditions
of water-side precincts," which arc recommended as measures to secure imniu-
nity, would hardly suffice, alone, to assure tho desired end. F. W. D.

OPIUM EATING.1
TitASH. In our unfailing charity, we hope it is honest trash.

1 Opium Eating. An Autobiographical Sketch. By an Habituate. Philadelphia: Claxton,
Remsen, and Haffelfinger. 1876.
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